THE case was shown at the last November meeting.1 The patient left the hospital very much improved, but she had lately had a fresh outbreak on the skin. This was accompanied by bronchitis (? spreading down of the bullae into the tubes) and an outbreak in all other areas of the respiratory tract.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. STCLAIR THOMSON said some members might be disappointed that there were not more pemphigus blebs to be seen, but he had seen the case when these were much more marked. In a previous discussion on the matter it was pointed out how many of the cases ended fatally.
Dr. W. HILL asked what the general health of the patient was. In these cases the patients usually became very ill and soon died. Also what treatment was adopted ?
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Dundas Grant) said a surgeon of great repute was once criticized in the press for having kept a patient having the disease for a couple of weeks without treatment by arsenic in order to show the effect to students, so sure was he of its efficacy. Dr. DAVIS replied that when the patient was in the hospital three months ago, she was admitted under the care of Dr. Abraham, who tre.ited her with large doses of arsenic. She got well temporarily. But three weeks, ago she had another acute attack, with blebs all over the body. She also had bronchitis, and was very ill.' The only local treatment he had given was pure glycerine of boracic acid as a mouth-wash and to swallow. First of all he had tried orthoform, but the patient stated that she had derived much more relief from the glycerine. He believed she would recover from this attack as before, but would have another. The disease invariably ended fatally.
